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THE WEAVERS' PAGEANT. 



ANALYSIS 



OF 



THE WEAVERS* PAGEANT 



THE ancient Play-book of the Pageant performed by the 
Weavers* Company having been imexpectedly discovered in 
1832, the author of the Dissertation on the Coventry Mysteries 
availed himself of the circumstance by making a faithful tran- 
script of this interesting accession to the Mysteries or Pageants 
performed in that city. A general history of the Weavers' 
Pageant, extracted from the account books of the Company, im 
here prefixed to the play; and though it is to be regretted that 
these accounts do not contribute more valuable matter, explana- 
tory of the dresses and general economy of this Pageant, they 
are still of importance from the circumstance of the present 
being the only instance where such a reciprocal illustration of 
the Coventry Pageants exists. As this portion of the investi- 
gation requires no particular observations, an Analysis of the 

a 



4 ANALYSIS OF THE 

Pageant itself is here given, with such remarks as the passing 
subjects appear to demand. 

The Presentation in the Temple and Disputation with the 
Jewish Doctors are the portions of our Saviour's history selected 
for representation in the Weavers' Pageant ; and although there 
may be some reason for regretting that the composition under- 
went, in 1534, the "translation'** of Robert Croo, (of whose 
celebrity as a new modeller of Pageants some particulars may 
be found in the Dissertation on the Coventry Mysteries,) we 
may perhaps be mainly indebted to this very circumstance for 
the preservation of a copy of the Play-book itself. 

The piece opens with a long conversation between two 
Prophets, commencing with a call upon Astronomers by the 
first prophet to notice a star in the east, which, according to 
ancient prophecies, should appear " Apon the hyll of wawse." 
His companion desires to have further information upon this 
subject, and accordingly the dialogue proceeds to detail what 
had been said by various prophets concerning the Messiah, and 
some particulars of the appearance of the star, how, amidst the 
brightness of its beams, was seen 

** A child ]7^in of flagrant swetnes, 
Wyche i4>on his bake a crosse did beyre,* 

and also the likeness of a flying eagle, £rom whence a voice 
proceeded that was heard throughout the country, declaring 
that ^'natus est nobis oddie" &c The old prophet further states, 
that the great lords of Chaldea, expecting the appearance of this 

* Vide remark at the end of the play. 
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star, elected twelve astronomers to watch night and day " on 
the hill of wawse/' which they continued to do upwards of 
900 years, when it became visible; and that such was the bright- 
ness of its beams, that in the daytime there was little difference 
betwixt it and the sun. He then proceeds to narrate the visit 
of the Magi to the new born Saviour, led by the appearance of 
the star. After which they both depart, and Simeon enters, whose 
speech briefly describes the creation of the world, and the trans- 
gression of Adam with its consequence, which he deeply deplores; 
but, taking comfort from the declarations made by ancient pro^ 
phets, prays that, notwithstanding the pains and infirmities of 
age, he may yet live to see the promised Messiah, " And soo of 
my lyff then to make an ende.** Here he is joined by Anne, 
who expresses a similar wish, and reminds her " olde frynde** 
how long she has tarried " For the comyng of ]>e right Messee/* 
Simeon bids her remember how often he has related to her 
the old prophecies, and especially of Isaiah, " That the lyght of 
Leyve" should cease on the coming of " the Kyng of Pes/* And 
Anne, having expressed her desire to see that "whoUe of 
whoUeis,'* is advised by Simeon to remain in constant prayer for 
the attainment of God's "graceose plesure;" which she gladly 
accedes to, and departs for the Temple. Simeon, being now 
alone, observes that this is the time for his accustomed prayers 
before going to sleep, and offering up his renewed petition that 
with his " mortaU yeeis" he may see the time of Christ's nati- 
vity, he **settys hym doune to rest, ase hit were, and the 
angell seythe to hym*' to this effect ; that he is the bearer of 
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a message from " Oure Lorde in heyvyn** informing him that 
" hys blessid bode" will speedily be brought to him in the Tem- 
ple. And Simeon, awakened by the " solam noyse,** expresses his 
joy that, as he understood " right pfettly,** he was assured not 
only that he should see his " solam sufferent,** but also " haue 
hym in custode." The second angel assures him it shall so 
happen " this same dey," and charges him to have the Temple 
prepared accordingly. Upon which, Simeon expresses how greatly 
these glorious tidings have gladdened his heart, and declares 
that his Temple shall be gorgeously arrayed " this prynce for to 
ownowre/' In pursuance of this, he " gothe to his clarks*' and 
bids them be of good cheer, for the " babe ys borne*' so long 
looked for, and they must forthwith repair to the Temple, there 
to be in readiness to receive " the saueowre of this world wyde/* 
The Clerk asks for instruction how " to sVe a prynce of soche 
magnefiecens;" and Simeon, commending his modesty, repUes, 

'^ Won of bus must holde the lyght 
Ande the othur the sacrefyce 
And I on kneis asse hyt ys right 
The ofPece to exsersyse 
Vnto thatt babe soo swette." 

The Clerks proceed to array the altar with " clothis off onowre," 
and to strew the ground with flowers; and Simeon having di- 
rected one of them, on the approach of the expected visitor, to 
join him in singing, whilst the other rings the bells, they all go 
" vp to the tempull, and Gaberell cuyth to the tempull dore 
t seyth, 

Hele Mare meke and myldi" &c 
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In the margin the word ^^ cantant" is here added, and at the 
end of the Pageant are two songs, one of which was probably 
introduced at this place. Gabriel here delivers to " Mare 
meke and myld'* his embassy from the Father Omnipotent, 
directing that she should go to the Temple and present her 
child together with " to whyt turtuls,'* accompanied by Joseph, 
whom she is instructed to " make preve of this case," and to bid 
him prepare immediately to guide them there. Mary, kneeling, 
prays for grace, and then addresses the infant Jesus in the fol- 
lowing not unpoetic lines, 

*' Now cu heddur to me my darlyng dere 
My myithe my joie and al my chere 
Swetter then eyu^ wasse blossu on brere 
Thy swete mowthe now wyll I kis.* 

After which she " goth to Josoff,'' who thus salutes her, 

*' Now welcu Mare dame whatt sey yee.* 

Mary repeats the angel's " warnyng," and Joseph promptly as- 
sents, concluding with this appeal, 

« you kno dame asse well asse I 

You neu^ cawll but I am reddy f 

which is admitted to be the case, and that he speaks '^ full gen- 
tyUe.** But upon her bidding him to look out for two doves, 
which she says are required in the offering for their " degre,*' 
Joseph rather abruptly declares that he will seek for no doves, 
inasmuch as his age prevents his seeing well ; and Mary still 
urging his fulfilment of " oure Lordis hestes,'' he asks, " Why, ^ 
woldist thu haue me to hunt bridis nestes ?** desiring her to leave 



•4 
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off such jesting with an old man, who is liable to be thrown 
down by "a small twygge/' Mary bids him fear not, but to 
trust in our Lord; and is answered that she must forget his age, 
adding, 

^ But the weykist gothe eyu^ to the wa]le 
Therefore go thy self dame for me thow Bchall 
Ye or ellis get the a neu page." 

Mary reminds him that this is not a woman's employ, and 
that he must needs go himself; upon which, Joseph, in appa- 
rently no good humour, utters a. speech chiefly composed of 
old proverbs, at last giving an unwilling assent. Whereupon 
Mary inquires of " gentyll Josoff" at what time he will go, that 
they may "make an ende of this jurney;'* and is answered, it will 
be against his will whenever it may be. Then, addressing the 
spectators, he asks of such as are wedded, whether they do not 
suffer "moche woo,'* and declares that such as marry a young 
wife ''most fuUfyll all hir byddyng," as they every one know wdL 
Mary replies, " Why sey ye soo. Sir, ye be to blame;" but Joseph, 
disregarding this rebuke, proceeds, 

'< Dame all this cupany wyll sey the same 
Ys ytt not soo, speyke men for schame 
Tell you the trothe ase you well con,* 

and concludes by declaring his conviction that those are best at 
ease " thatt hathe to doo w* non." Mary entreats him for her 
love to " ley ve off these gawdis," and go seek for the doves ; 
and Joseph seeing that there is " No re3rmede,'* at length, 
thotlgh with an ill grace, submits, praying for fair weather, and 
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that white or black he may soon find the required doves. Here 
Joseph '^gothe from Mare," according to the stage direction, 
and soliloquizes upon his condition as one, wandering about, 
unable to see any doves, faint, weary, almost blind from age, 
and torn by the bushes; at length sets himself down with a 
determination " Oure lordis wyll for to abyde.** Upon this, an an* 
gel appears to him, and bids him arise; then gives him a pair of 
doves, and directs him in all haste to go to his wife ; which, after 
returning thanks, he proceeds upon, and, on joining Mary, pre- 
sents the doves, asking, 

'^* Am nott I a good husbonde ?* 

Mary prays that God may reward him "for this dede,*' and pro- 
poses that they go directly to the Temple; but Joseph desires a 
little breathing time, and observes that, 

" soft % eaaeU men goo far;** ' 

complaining that though he has toiled all the day, yet is he 
"vere lyttull'' her "nar;" and adds, that for himself he desires to 
take some rest, but she may go alone, or stay at home as she 
likes best. Mary tells her "swet husebond** that he well knows 
she cannot go alone, and prays to have his company. Upon 
which Joseph a second time addresses the audience, bidding 
them remark that whether he "wyll or nyll** he must needs go, 
and asks " Now ys not this a cuburs lyff,** adding, " Loo, Sirs, 
whatt ytt ys to haue a wyff.** He then turns to Mary, and bid- 
ding her take the child, proposes that they walk 

** togedur feyre % efsel6 

And 800 to stynt all strywe,* 

adding, that he will carry their " gerc.** 

b 
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It may be remarked here, that the whole episode of Joseph's 
search for the doves is wanting in the Ludus Coventriae, 
wherein, in fact, the whole matter of the Presentation in the 
Temple is comprised in about 220 lines. This portion of the 
Weavers' Pageant was evidently written to divert the audience, 
and I strongly suspect that the original text was augmented as 
well as translated by Maister Robert Croo, our celebrated Pa- 
geant manager. 

In the progress of the piece an angel is now introduced, who 
addresses himself to Simeon, (left asleep during this long epi- 
sode,) bidding him awake and prepare for receiving the infant 
Saviour and his mother; which solemn message rejoices Simeon, 
as he protests, beyond what tongue can teU or pen describe, 
and he declares that so he may but become ^^won of his," he is 
ready to die "whan his swete wyll ys/* He then calls forth his 
clerks to array the altar, and put every thing in order; who an- 
swer that all is ready at his bidding, and are told to ring the 
bells "myrrel6/* Simeon then invites Anne to assist him in 
receiving and welcoming the "P^nce of Onowre," and being 
told that the bells have been rung, and every thing is in readi- 
ness, answers, 

<< Then lett me see w* hart % tonge 
How myrrely thatt ye can syng/^ 

To these lines succeed the following stage direction, " Here the 
cu doune w^ a pressession to mete them;*' and the dialogue is 
resumed by Mary, who informs Simeon that she has brought her 
'' semely sun*' to offer according to the law. Simeon welcomes 
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them, and congratulates Joseph on having ''soche a babe,** add- 
ing, ** Thus wase a graceose mareage/* Joseph, pleased with the 
compliment, asks the "gen till bysschope,** 

** Ys nott this a prette bewey 
Aflse eyvP thow hast knowne ?* 

Mary then gives the child to Simeon, who thus expresses him- 
self, 

** Now welcu Lord vnto my hand 
Now welcu Prynce vnto thii place 
Welcu owre sufferent saweowre 
Welcu the growndr of owre g^ce 
Welcu owre joie welcu owre myrthe 
Welcu owre g^ceose gou^nowre 
Welcu to huse thatt heyvinly flowre 
Now blessid be the day and owre 
Of thy gloreose byrthe.'' 

After which Anne makes a similar address to Jesus, which is 
followed by a welcome from the Clerk; at the conclusion whereof 
Simeon desires his "fryndis dere** will accompany him, and, 
according to the stage direction, " Here Semeon goth to the 
awtere w* pe chyld in hys armf.** In the margin is the word 
" Cantant,** upon which occasion the second song was probably 
introduced. Simeon's speech is cut short by the unfortunate 
loss of an entire leaf of the Play-book here, and the dialogue js 
resumed at the conclusion of a speech by Mary, directing Jo- 
seph to go homeward " Whyle the weddur ys soo feyre,** and 
that she will follow in the best manner she can. Joseph assents, 
observing that his *'fete manschipe'' is not good, and prays for 
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God's speed. The stage direction which immediately follows 
is in these words, " Here Mare t Josoff deptis out of the vpp 
pte of the pagand/* After they have left, Simeon addresses the 
clerks in terms of praise and thanksgiving to the Saviour, and 
declares, 

** I wasse lame of fote % hand 
And now am whole ase ye ma see.*' 

At the conclusion of this speech "gothe Semeon and his 
clarkis owt of the Tempull ;** and a conversation ensues between 
Joseph, Mary, and Jesus, commencing the second subject of the 
Pageant, namely, Christ's Disputation in the Temple, which is 
opened by Joseph, who expresses his gratitude to God for hav- 
ing given him " soo goodly a chylde;" in which sentiment he is 
joined by Mary, who proposes that, as he is now twelve years 
old, strong of limb, and desirous of company, he should go with 
them to Jerusalem; and turning to her son, inquires as to his 
welfare in terms of endearment. Jesus meekly answers, that 
he is ever ready to obey her will, which calls from Joseph a 
proverbial remark, that 

** Yt ys eyrly scharp thatt wolbe thorne,** 

and, declaring that Jesus has ever been delighted to give his 
mother pleasure, concludes with a promise, that he shall go with 
his parents to Jerusalem at the approaching festival. Mary 
expresses a desire for company; but Joseph objects, observing 
that they "canot be sade" whilst Jesus is with them, and bids 
Mary to lead the way, and let them proceed "essely** together. 
They set out accordingly, Mary leading Jesus by the hand; but. 
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at the instigation of Joseph, who observes he is "the best fote 
man** of the three, she releases him, and this produces another 
dutiful speech, which is greatly commended by Joseph, who 
remarks how much wiser children are than when he was "werre 
small*' many winters ago. They now approach the city, and 
Joseph complains of weariness, after which ** the all goo vp to 
the awter t Jfcu before, pe S3aig an antam:** at the completion 
whereof, Joseph observes that service has been "song full sol- 
lamle'* on this their festival day; when Mary proposes that they 
should return, and the stage direction is as follows, " There the 
go done in to the for pagand, and Jliu steyly th awey." A short 
dialogue ensues between Joseph and Mary, expressive of delight 
at the "solam syghtys" they have seen in the Temple, and Mary's 
especial pleasure that her child had also witnessed them, when 
she misses Jesus, and her grief on making the discovery calls 
forth all the energies of Joseph to comfort her. In this condi- 
tion they retrace their steps to Jerusalem, and " Here Mar6 and 
Josoff goth downe into the Tempull warde." 

The scene of action is now evidently transferred to the Tem- 
ple, though the above is the only stage direction given; but as 
this appears to be a fitting place for making some observations 
upon the Pageant vehicle, the further epitome of the piece must 
for the present be suspended. 

After line 364, is the following stage direction, " There Semeon 
and his clarks gothe vp to the tempull, and Graberell ciiy th to the 
tempull dore t seyth/' After line 632, " Here the cu doune w* a 
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pressession to mete them/' After line 690, '' Here Semeon goth 
to the awtere w* J>e chyld" &c. After line 700, " Here Mare t 
Josoff deptis owt of the vpp pte of the pagand." After line 717, 
" Here gothe Semeon and his clarkis owt of the tempull.** After 
line 800, " There the all go vp to the awter ^ J!lu ' &c. Lines 
1022-3, ** See husebond where he syttyth aloft amonge yondur 
mastnrs/* The preceding directions, and extract from Mary's 
speech to her husband, evidently show that there were two floors 
or stages in the Pageant vehicle, one somewhat higher than the 
other,and representingan interiorviewof the Temple, as it should 
seem, and whereon a considerable portion of the play was per- 
formed. It must not, however, be understood that one of these 
floors was above, i. e. over the other, but that when the scene 
lay in the Temple, the performers ascended by one or more steps 
to the back division of the stage, which, as has been above 
stated, was probably fitted up so as to favour this supposed 
change of place. The preceding remarks may, to some readers, 
appear unimportant, but every thing which tends to give infor- 
mation as to the construction of these moveable theatres is 
worthy of consideration. 

Returning from this digression to the progress of the Pa- 
geant, we find three Jewish doctors assembled in the Temple to 
expound the law, and calling upon the people to listen; at which 
juncture Jesus enters, and meekly wishes peace "amonge this 
cupany.*' One of the doctors bids him begone, as they have 
business on hand; another observes that whoever sent him 
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was "not wyse," adding, that they have other employ "Then w^ 
chyldur bordyng to bee ;'* and the third tells him he is too young 
to leatn "The hy mystere of Mosees law.** J^esus replies that 
he needs none of their instruction, and is called a busy and 
conceited boy; but unmoved, he answers that no part of their 
law is hidden from him, and that he has been where they "furst 
were wroght" He is then invited to sit amongst them, that 
they may prove whether he is able to expound their laws; and 
Jesus declares himself to be gifted by the Holy Ghost with 
power both to teach and preach. One of the doctors asks 
from whence this child came, and is answered, 

** Sun I wasse all you before 
And aftur you agen schalbe." 

The senior doctor observes, what a marvellous circumstance this 
is, for although David says, " ex ore infantium" &c., yet can he 
not conceive how this child can have such knowledge as clerks 
possess. Jesus declares his readiness to prove by exposition of 
their own laws the truth of his assertions; and the doctors, find- 
ing him "talke soo conyngle,** are astonished; and one of them 
suggests that perhaps he is sent amongst them "to be the salu^ 
of owre sore." Christ then offers to prove higher mysteries 
than they ever read or saw, and, being asked which is the first 
commandment, desires the learned doctors, whose books lie 
open before them, to show "how right thatt*' they "can rede," 
" when one of them answers, the love of God and his neighbour; 
and Jesus observes, that these contain " all owre lawis bothe 
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old t neu.** He is then called upon in his turn to expound the 
remaining Commandments, which he complies with; and the 
older doctor declares that this untutored child has shown deeper 
knowledge of their laws than any of them possess; and his com- 
panions advise that he should be sent away, lest the people 
being apprised of what has happened give him greater praise 

<^ Then we docturs for all oure clarg6.* 

At this period Joseph and Mary enter, seeking Jesus; and Mary 
asks counsel of her husband, declaring her excessive grief that, 
after three days search for her child, she knows not whether 
"he be quyke or ded." Joseph acknowledges how great is his 
sorrow, but observes that "mornyng ma nott ytt amend,'* and, 
suggesting that their son may have sought the company of chil- 
dren, recommends that they look well about the Temple. M&y 
presently discovers Jesus sitting "aloft'* amongst the doctors, 
and points him out to her husband, desiring him to go " t 
feyche" the child: but he, from timidity, declines; yet being 
further pressed and encouraged by Mary he consents to accom- 
pany her, on condition that she tells her "tale ftirst.** Mary 
then speaks to Jesus, describing the distress and sorrow his 
leaving them had occasioned, and is answered that he must 
needs ftdfil his "fathurs wyll.** Mary declares her inability to 
understand "these talis;*' and being asked by one of the doctors 
how long the child had been missing, answers three days. Aft«r 
which Jesus bids the doctors farewell, but is invited to remain * 
with them. To this Mary and Joseph object, and aft;er a short 



WEAVERS' PAGEANT. 17 

conversation they all leave the doctors, and Joseph urges their 
immediate departm'e for Nazareth, desiring Mary to "loke tha£t 
we have all our gere." Which done, they take leave of "all this 
cupany," Joseph not forgetting to advise those who have wives, 
to please them, and so "awoide moche dysees." 

A conversation ensues between the doctors respecting the 
wonderful knowledge of the child Jesus, and one of them de- 
clares his belief " thatt of God he ys eylecte ;" another, to avoid 
further peril, counsels their departure; and they presently agree 
to adjourn until another day is appointed for argument, 

<' Where all you the comealte 
You may depte on this cddyssion 
Thatt ye atende at the next monyssion." 

The name of Thomas Mawdycke is prefixed to the songs at 
the end of the Pageant, being the same that appears in connec- 
tion with the songs and music belonging to the Shearmen and 
Taylors' Pageant; which Pageant it will be remembered was 
" newly correcte" by Robert Croo in the same year as the pre- 
sent, viz. 1534. To the first is subjoined " Rychard" only; but 
to the second " James Heuyt," a musician, whose name fre- 
quently occurs in the accounts of the County Pageants ; and 
several payments to him by the Weavers* Company, for music 
and singing, will be found in " A General History of the Wea- 
vers' Pageant," p. 23. 

There is sufficient identity of style and manner, in this and 
the Shearmen and Taylors' Pageant, to prove, not only that the 
same hand revised; but materially interfered with the general 
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composition of the two pieces, more especially in thatjnow un- 
der consideration, which has evidently undergone great altera- 
tions whilst being " translated** by Master Croo. The allitera- 
tions are less marked and of rarer occurrence than in the older 
mysteries ; and, when preserved, will be usually found connected 
with a more inflated style and measure than the other passages, 
and more abounding with archaisms. But specimens of this na- 
ture are altogether more rare in this than in the Shearmen and 
Taylors* Pageant. The character of Joseph in both Pageants 
shews a common origin, and in the Weavers' Pageant becomes 
of considerable importance. Here Master Croo appears to have 
given loose to his imagination, and studied less how to describe 
the humble carpenter of the New Testament, than to excite the 
risibility of his auditory by coarse jests and piquant observa- 
tions. 
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OF THE WEAVERS' PAGEANT. 



THE most ancient Account Book of the Weavers', now called the 
Clothiers'5 Company commences in 1523,* and amongst the payments 
for that year is the following item. 

Spend on corp9 i}i day ..... xzvij s viij d ob. 

In 1524, the same item amomits to ** xxx s viij d o15;" and in 1525, there 
is a more particular entry, viz., 

EXPENCYS ON C0Rp9 XPI DAY. 

Itm payd for met and drynk for the players • . • • ij s z d 

Itm payd to Symyon for hys wagys . • • . ij S iiij d 

Itm payd to Jo'ph . • • • • • xiiij d 

Itm payd to Mare • . . • . . • z d 

Itm payd to Sodden for Ane ... ... x d 

Itm payd to Symyons clark . . . • • • x d 

Itm payd to Jilu • . • • • • . xz d 

Itm payd to the Angles • • • • . . zz d 

Itm payd for glovys ... . . . viij d 

* I^ is evident from the history of the Weavers' Pageant House, p. 25, &c^ that this 
Company exhibited early in the 15th century. Indeed in 1424, by an agreement between the 
masters and journeymen, it is stipulated that every journeyman shall annually contribute 
4d ** ad opus de le pagenf 



f 



20 A GENERAL HISTORY OF 

Itm payd to pe synggers . . xvj d 

Itm payd Homon for dryving of pe pagent . . . . v 9 iiij d 

Four leaves are here wanting in the Account Book, so that the entry is 
not completed ; but under the head of Receipts, and for this year only, 
occurs, 

Itm res of the maBters for the pagynt money . . • xvj § iiij d 

No Other than general entries of charges for Corpus Christi day occur 
until 1541; but, before extracting that entry, it will be proper to remark, 
that, in 1529> the-ensuing order of leet was made, 

Itm, it is enacted at this lete> that the Craile of Capps of this Citie frome hensAirth 
shalbe owners of the Weyvers' Pagiaunt, w* all the implements % appell belonging 
to \>e same Pagiaunt, and that the said Craft of Weyvers shall yeirlie, from hens- 
furthe, pay unto the W of the said Crafte of Capps vj 3 viij d ; and so the said 
Craft of Weyvers, frome hensfurth, to be clerlie discharged of the said Pagiaunt % 
of the name therof." — Leet Book^fo. 350 b. 

It appears to be very doubtful whether the above order was carried into 
effect, in as much as the charges for Corpus Christi day regularly occur 
in the Accounts of the Weavers* Company from their commencement in 
1523 to 1533 inclusive; after which no payment is found until 1537. 
Moreover, in 1 530, the Cappers were, by an act of leet, exonerated from 
an annual payment of 6s. 8d. to the Girdlers, towards their Pageant; and 
in the following year became possessed of the Cardmakers' and Sadlers' 
Pageant. In 1533, the Walkers were, by another act of leet, ordered to 
contribute 6s. 8d., and the Skinners 5s., annually, towards the Weavers' 
Pageant.* And it is observable, that the Cappers first exhibited their 
Pageant in 1534. 

From 1537> above noticed, the Weavers' Pageant was regularly per- 
formed until 1579> the last year in which it was exhibited; but in 1584, 

* This payment waB regularly continued until 1573, the last entry, with the exception 
of 1546, 7> 8, 1551, 2 and 1564. The Walkers paid 10b. in 1530 and 1531. 
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in common with the other Companies who were accustomed to support 
Pageants, they played " The Destruction of Jerusalem.'** The particu- 
lars of the entry are as follow. 

Item paide for rehearses • . . . . . ij s 

Item paide at the settinge out of the pagion . . . . vj d 

Item paide on the pagion daye for bread and drincke . . iij g viij d 

Item paide for nayles and rushes . . . . vj d 

Item paide to John Smythe . . . . . . xvj s 

Item paide for drivinge of the pagion . . . . . y § 

Item paide to Robert Baggesley for mending of pe pagion . yj d 

In addition to these items, the Rentgatherers' account contains the fol- 
lowing entries in 1584. 

Payd for that whych belongeth to the pagyaunte . . xij s 

Payd for nayles % mendyng of the pagyent . . . iij d 

A very few extracts will include all the further history of the Weavers' 
Pageant. 

1587> R^ of John Showell for the padgant • . . . . zl s 

Payd at James Ellidges, when we sold our padgent . . xiij s 

Payd at Pjnringes, when we sold the payntynge of the . xvj d 

1591, It payd to Mr Mayor for the padgantes f • . . . xx s 

1593, It payd when we reseved the moneye for the players' aparell xij d 

1606, n p at Pyringes, when we hired our aparel to Thomas Masie{ . xvj d 

1607, It p when we lente our players aparell . . . . ij d 

Having brought the history of this Pageant to a conclusion, some ex- 
tracts shall now be given from the Weavers' account book, illustrative of 
its representation. 

PAYMENTS TO PERFORMERS. 

The first entry, viz. for the year 1525, has already been extracted, and 
inserted at p. 19* 

* Vide Dissertation on the Coventry Mysteries, p. 37 to 42. 
j* A composition for not performing, their pageant being sold. 
X \^de Dissertation on the Coventry Mysteries, p. 75, 6, 7. 
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The ensuing is the account for 

1 544, Itm p^ to Sjmjoa • . . . • iij s iiij d 

Itm pajd to Joseph . . . ij S iiij d 

Itm p^ to 5Iare ...... zx d 

Itm psLjrd to Jbiu ...••• zx d 

Itm pajd to SymjoDs dark ..... zx d 

Itm payd to Ane ....... xz^d 

Pajd to the ij AngeDs ..... ruj d 

Payd to the Synggen (1550, Sjnggen for the pagent) . zriij d 

1551, Itm payd to the woman for her chyld . . iiij d 

1553, Item payd to the letell chylde . iiij d 

Before dismissing the subject of the performers it may be observed, 
that, in 1523, five of them became love-members of the Company, and 
paid on admission lOd. each. 



RECT OF PLAYERS. 

1450, R-= of Hary Bowater of hys fynys beyng Symeons clerke . . x d 

R-^ of Crystover Dale, playing Jbu, of hys fyne . . . . x d 

R^ of Hew Heyna^ pleynge Amie, for hys fyne .... nj d 

1523, Res of Symons darke xd 

Res of Jochop x d 

Res of Ou^ Lady x d 

Res of Jhu X d 

Res of Anne x d 



PAGEANT DRESSES. 

The entries under this head are few and unimportant. 

1 535, Itm p** for makyng of a whyt ford platt for Jhe . . viij d 

1541, Payd for a amys for Symyon . ... ij d 

1 542, Payd for makyng of Symonys mytor .... viij d 

1543, Itm payd for hyre of the grey ames • ... iiij d 
1570, Itm paid for pe hyer of ij beards to Hary Benet .... ij d 
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1576, Itm payd for ij beards % a cappe .... vj d 

1578> Itm payd for medyng of )>e two Aogelis crownes . • . . ij d 

MUSIC. 

1536, Payd to the mynstrell for Corp9 Crysty day % myssom ny^ght ij s 

1554, Payd to James Hewet* for hys reyggals . . . . viij d 

1556, Payd to James Hewett for playing of hys rygols in the paygent viij d 

1561, lim payd James Hewett for hys rygols % synggyn . . iij s iiij d 

1586, Payd to Mr Goleston for mendyng our instruments . . xvij d 

PLAY-BOOK. 

1 535, Itm payd for makyng of the Play boke .... v s 



PAGEANT VEHICLE. 

1535, Paid to the wryght for mendyng \>e pagent . . . . iiij s ij d 

Payd to Ryehard Walker for a theyll v d 

Payd for smale pesys of tjrmber yd 

Payd to the whylwryght for mendyng the whyle . . . . vij d 

Payd for iron worke to the pagent . • z d, in 1542 . xij d 

Payd for gret naylys to the whells • iiij d 

Payd for v pene nayle and vj pene nayle viij d 

Payd for bordys to the pagent . xij d 

1542, Payd to the wryght for makyng \>e ij lytyll whellys . • • . iij d 

1563, Payd for payntyng of the vane • . , . . • . iiij d 

1569, Itm payd for smythy worke belongyng to o' pagent . • . xx d 
Itm payd for hangyng yp o' pagyent doore .... vij d 

1570, lim paid for medyng of a pretyse broken w* pe pagyent ... x d 

This last item evidently refers to a pentise, or projecting building in some 
of the streets, which had been damaged by the Pageant vehicle in draw- 
ing it to different parts of the city on Corpus Christi day. 

* See the second song at the end of the Play-book. 
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SUNDRIES 

1535, Payd for nissys, pynnys, ^ (rankynsence . . . ij d . 

(sometimes 4 d, — and soap is occasionally added.) 

1546y Itm ^ for rossh % pake thread (tenterhooks sometimes) . . ij d 

1556y Itm p' for pe wast of ij tiqpars . iij d 

1558, Itm p'' for pe wast of ij t^pars % insence ... ij d 

1570, Itm paid to John Hoppers for ij rehersys in pe halle iiij d 

Charges for rehearsals are of regular occurrence, but the above extract is 
made to show where it was customary to have them. The Company 
usually attended, and there is good reason to believe the hall here 
mentioned was St Nicholas', or Corpus Christi, hall. 
As a specimen of the general charges of exhibiting, the following en- 
try in 1563 is given entire: 

THE PAYMENTS FOR THE PAGENTE. 

In p^^mis for ij rehersys ij $ 

Itm payd for the dr3rying of the pagente v d 

ItmpaidtoSymeon iij s iiij d 

Itm paid to Josephe . ij s iiij d 

Itm paid to Jesus . . xz d 

Itm paid to Mary xz d 

Itm paid to Anne xz d 

Itm paid to Symeon's clarke . • xz d 

Itm paid to the ij angells . viij ^ 

Itm paid to the chylde . . iiij ^ 

Itm paid for russhes, packthryd, % nayls iiij ^ 

Itm paid to James Hewete for his rygoles xz d 

Ifan paid for syngyng . . xvj d 

Itm paid for gloves . . ij § ij d 

lim paid for meate in the bocherye z s iz d 

Itm paid for bread % ale . . . vij 3 viij d 

Sume zliiij s iij d. 
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The only remaining portion of the present enquiry that requires to be con- 
sidered is the 

PAGEANT HOUSE, 

respecting which we have a more than usual degree of information ; and, 
from deeds belonging to the now Clothiers' Company, it appears that, so 
early as 13th Hen. VL, 1435, a parcel of land in Mill Lane, adjoining the 
" Tailour paiont," being 30^ feet wide and 70^ long, was granted and 
let for 80 years to John Hampton and 7 others, paying 3s. 8d. rent, and 
covenanting to erect thereupon during that term "una dou vocat* a 
Paiont hows," and to keep the same in good repair during the said term. 
By another deed, dated 12th May, 17th Hen. VL, 1439, Richard Molle, 
weaver, and others, demise to Wm. Gale and Wm. Flowter masters of 
the Cardmakers' Company, Richard Twig master of the Company of 
Saddlers, John Ward master of the Painters' Company, and Henry Ste- 
vons and Henry Clerk masters of the Freemasons' Company, and their 
successors, a void piece of ground in Mill Lane, adjoining certain, land 
held by the master of the Weavers, for 101 years, paying 4s. rent during 
the life of Thomas Wutton, and 2s. afterwards during the lives of the 
granters, covenanting also to keep in repair any building erected thereon. 
On the 6th October 1455, the same parties convey to Richard Cokkes and 
5 others, weavers, in fee, **a place of land, built upon, called Wevers' pa- 
gent howse in Mill Lane," reserving Id. yearly rent to the master and 
brethren of St John's Hospital. On the 10th of the same month, the above 
named Cokkes and others grant a rent charge of 4s., during his life, to 
Thomas Wutton, payable out of the Weavers' Pageant house; and on the 
6th June 1458, Cokkes and Pace release their interest in the same to John 
Tebbes and 3 other cofeoffees. After which, viz., on the 18th Dec. 1466, 
the surviving feoffees grant the Pageant House to Wm. Jones and Laur. 

Hyron, weavers, in fee ; being the last deed respecting it that is preserved 

d 
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amoDg5>t the writings of the Company. FrcHn the Books of Accounts we 
obtain the following further particulars : 

1531, Km payd for mend jng of )w psgent hovie wjndo ... ij § 

1 5379 Pd for makjng of a liynge to pe pagoii bowse dare tiiI d 

In lodjy as has been previously shewn, the Company sold th«r Pa- 
geant, and in the same year pulled down the old Pageant house, and 
erected one suitable for a dwelling upon its site. A few notices of which 
ensue. 

1587^ R'^ for tbejourne of the padgent houe x§^d 



PAYMENTE8 FOB BULDING OF THE PATGEKTE HOUSE IN THE XTL LANE. 

Item in prymis, pajrd at takinge doone of the house and the tillei> for hieryiig of a 

rope, and carjinge the leade to the store home, \ for drynk to the worke 

meo that tame day ij i x d 

It payd to carpenten for ther wages . ii] fi iiy S iiij d 

It payd to the masones for ther wages Tiij § iiij d 

It payd to the tilers for tiling and danbtng . xry § riij d 

It payd for stone and for carying of stone .... xij s 

It payd for sand and claye • v s ij d 

It payd for Ijrme and for heare, to make mortar ix § riij d 

Tiles 9s. 6d., timber 30 [25]s. 8d., spars and stoods 1 Is. 8d. 

It payd for a hundred 1 halfe of bryckes . . . ij s ij d 

It payd at the rearyng of the house and on the nyght befor . x s vj d 

SumeisxjfixTijsxd. 



ADDITIONAL EXTRACTS. 

VEHICLE. 
Payd to the journeymen for dryryng the pagent • iiij S ij d 

Spend between the plays . . . . vj d 
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1&64, Itm for mendyng of the pagyon . . . . viij d 

lim for payntyng of the vane . . • iiij d 

Hm p' for nayls for the pagente . . . . . yd 

Itm paid for iij carte nayls for the wheUs . • . . iiij d 

1566, Hm payd for a whele for the pagente . . . . iiij g 
lim payd for byndyng the whele % for carte nayles % other workemashype 

that belong3rth vnto hym • • . . . iij s iiij d 

Itm payd for a stroke for pe whele .... xij d 

lim payd for naylls % sope 1 a dowte for pe axetre . . xij d 

1568y lim paid for greate nayles for pe pagent wheles • . . ij § 

lim payd for makyng of iij trestles % medyng pe pagent . xiiij d 

1570, lim paid for makyng an exaltre for pe pagyante . . xij d 

lim paid for a trendell for pe scaffold % )>e makyng . . . iij d 

157% n p** for a trendyll for the scaffoU . . . . iiij d 

1573, li paide for mendinge the pageand . . . . x d 

DRESSES, &C. 

1564, lim paid for settynge one of Jhesus sleues • • ij d 

Itm paid for payntyng of Jesus heade .... viij d 

lim paid for solyng of Jesus hose • . • j d 

lim paid to John Dowley to make oute pe money for his gowne . viij d 

1566, lim payd for medyng of ij poleaxes . • . • • viij d 

In August 1566 Queen Elizabeth came to Coventry, on which occasion 
the Weavers* Pageant stood in Mint Park Street end. MS. AnncUs. 
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PROFETA P'^M? 

Grett astronemars now awake 

Youre fam9 fatheres of felosefy 

And in to the oreient reyspecte ye take 

Where neuis 1 strangis be cu of lately 

AflFermyng the seyng of old pfecie 

Thatt a star schuld apere 

Apon the hyll of wawse among hus here 

PBOFBTA II 

Ye brethur all then be of good chere 

For those tythings in wyth my hart ful lyght 

Wp haue desirid many a yere 

Of thatt star to haue a syght 

And spesschalli of that kyng of myght 

Of whose cuyng we haue playne wamyng 
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Be this same star aftur pfettis desemyng 
Yet furthur I p*" you for my lamyng 
Lett bus hawe su comenecacion 
Of this star be old pnostefying 
How hit aperie 1 und' whatt fafsion 

PROFETA I 

Sir aftur a strange deformacion 

As be atorite reyherse I can 

For this same star be intpretacion 

Sjrngnefyn the natevete of a man 

As the pfett Balam 

In his text afarmyth right well 

Seying orietur stella ex Jacob et exsurget homo de Israel 

He seyd of lacobe a star schuld springe 

Wyche syngnefyith only this same kynge 

Thatt amongist vs now ys cu 

And as towchjrng the letter foUoyng 

Et ipe dominabitur omi gencione 

PROFETA II 

Sir here ma be movid a question 
Of this nobuU prince of soo hi degree 
The wyche of all men schall haue domeneon 
Vndur what maner borne he schuld be 

PROFETA I 

Ase ye schall here right wonderfull 
Be devine powar of a virgene pure 
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Afarm3mg the pfeci agenst all nature 

PBOFETA II 

Where fynde you J)* in whoUe scripture 
Before pnostefide this to be done 

PBOFETA I 

Isaee the pfett wrytith full sure 
Ecce v^go concipiet pariet filium 
Balam se3mg of the he]rvinly wyssedome 
A man schuld sprpg here in IsaraeU 
The seyd Isayee answeyring to p^ question 
Et vocabit^ nomen eius Emanvel 

PBOFETA II 

Yett haue I grett marveU 

How thatt men schuld tell 

Off soche strangis before the fell 

And man bejrng here but a mortall creature 

PBOFETA I 

Be devine powar I make you sure 
The sprete of pfece to them was sent 
Soo to subscrybe in wholle scripture 
And yett them selfe wyst not whatt yt ment 

PBOFETA II 

Now laude be vnto hym ^ soche knoleyge sent 
Vnto hus wreychis of pore symplecete 

e 
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Where he ys Lord 1 God omipotent 
In thys hys wyll to make hus preve 

PROFETA I 

Did nott p^ pfett man Malache 

Resite vnto hus on this same wyse 

Thatt the sun of lyff schall spring t arise 

Wyche cawsid Isaee to cast up his iees 

Toward heyvin w^ aU his inward syght 

Seying good Lord afarmyng thy pmes 

Send downe to hus this wonly sun off myght 

Huse to reystore vnto owre right 

Owt of deste from the hard stone 

Reycomfordjrng J)i doghtur dwyllyng in Sion 

Also Jaramo thatt wholle mon 

Seyd in heyvin God schuld make seede 

A greyne off Davith thatt now ys cu 

Wyche eyu in gracys shall spring and spreyde 

And kepe Juda owt off drede 

And also Isaraell sett in surenes 

And he schall make jugementis of rightwesenes 

PBOFBTA II 

I wondr to here you this expres 
Be actoris hi this worths mystere 
And spefschalle of this vHu rightwefsenes 
Where hit schalbe vsid 1 in whatt pte 

PROFETA I 

Apon the yarthe bothe w* hy 1 loo degre 
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And rightwessenes men schall hym call 
When he schall cu to sit in the see 
Of kyng Davit p^ most nail of all 
And p^ schall he before the pristis all 
Of Juda 1 Leyve be his powar device 
W* nev insence to do sacrefyce 
To God aboue for the grett offence 
Of the peple 1 for yngnorance 
W* there offeringe to make reycompence 
For the lenage of Adarof pgeny 
This schall this childe by theym free 
From all the offencis thatt ]>e haue done 
Be cruell deyth and bytt passion 

PBOFETA II 

Good S' yett midr pdustacion 
Owre feyth thereby for to increfse 
Of this star lett bus haue reylacion 
How hit aperid t vndur whatt fafsion 
Yff hit wold pleyse you for to exprefse 

PBOFETA I 

W* dius streymt of grett brightnes 
A child ))^in of flagrant swetnes 
Wyche apon his bake a crofse did beyre 
And of an eygull hit bare the lykenes 
Beytyng his wyngis into the eyre 
A woise there in off lange feyf* 
Thatt wasse hard throgh owt the cuntrey 
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Seyinge natus est nobis oddie rex Judeof-t sethere 

PROFSTA n 

Of a farthur dedaracion I wold you praye 
Whatt trybus the were t in whatt pte 
The were date t whatt maner a wey 
They haue made pbate of this pfece 

PROFSTA I 

And thatt schall I scho you right eyvedratly 
The grett lordis of the land of Caldy 
Fowndid twelve masturs of asestronemy 
For to se this star apere 
And when these masturs were eylecte 
On the hill of wawse )>^ wache the kepte 
And the all togedd' neu sclepte 
Abowe ix*^ yere 

PROFETA II 

And dide the soo longe wache \>^ hill 

PROFETA I 

Ye truly tyU hit was this kjrngis will 
This seyd pfece for to fullfyll 
Thatt strange star to send them till 
Whereof the had inteUegence 
That aftur the darkenes of the nyght 
In the day hit schone soo bright 
Thatt when the sun t the stare 
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In the yeyre togeythur warre 

Betwyxt them wasse lyttull or non dyfference 

And soo this stare wasse a s veture 

And vnto iij kyngis a playn cundeture 

Vnto the mancion of a v^gin pure 

PROFETA II 

But ar you sure for whatt intent 

PROFETA I 

Forsothe to Bedlem streyght the went 

Whereasse the offurd to this childe reuent 

W* grett omage a fam' present 

The furst wasse gold as most myghte kyng 

The seycond wasse myr asse prist of pristis beyng 

The thryd wasse insence in tokyning of byrring 

PROFETA II 

Yet wold I kno the cawse spesschally 
Whatt movid these kyngis to cu so hastely 
And whedur the cam oopun or prevy 

PROFETA I 

The star broght them throgh eyue cuntre 

And eyS as the cam oopunly 

They dide inquere of those nevis 

EyS the axid where ys he 

Thatt ys borne for to be the kyng of Juys 

Therefore lett bus w* all delegence 
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Vnto y chyld geve honowre t r^rueiice 
And tbatt we ma cu Tnto his presoice 
To haue fru\^ion of his hi derite 
And brothur I thanke you of youre pacrence 
For now att thys tyme depte wyll wee 

PROFSTA II 

Now brothur for youre swete sentoice 

Att all tymf welcu to me 

Loo fryndis there may you see 

How God in man workith alwev 

Now all we ))^ his s'vandis be 

Hathe grett cawse in hym to joie 

Wyche sendyth bus knoleyge the truth to sey 

And he soo meraculosly wyrkyng )>^w* 

Tbatt of all seycrettis we wryte J)e were pyth 

Wherefore moche cawse haue we to make mvrth 

When we reymebur the gloreose birthe 

Of this v^gyns sun 

He the seconde pson in the trenete 

Eyquall w^ his fathur in deyite 

And undr the curte3me of owre vmanete 

For bus wold man becu 

Wherefore here I exsorte you all 

Thatt in this place here asembulde be 

Vnto this chylde for mce cawU 

Wyche schall reydeme vs apon a tre 

And thatt gloreose blys thatt we ma see 

Wyche he hathe ordenide for aU men 
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In bia selesteall place to be 
In secula seculo^ amen 

Here Semeon intrythe % the last pfett gothe owtt 

SEMEON 

Tbe seylesteall soferent owre by Gode e^nall 

Wycbe of tbis mervelus world ys J>e fowndatur 

And create tbe by heyvyns his one see empell 

W^ sun mone 1 staris }>ortbe sky and mattur 

And al for tbe sustenance of owre vmayne nature 

W^ fyscbe fowle best T; eyue otbur tb3mg 

Vndur bus to baue pe naturall cowrs t bejrng 

Yett owre forme parence at the begynnyng 

Tbrogb dyssobeydence had a grevose fawU 

From tbe by pales 1 blys eyulastyng 

Doune into wale t meserabuU mvndall 

For tbe wycbe transgression all we ar now mortall 

Tbatt before wasse infynite for eyu to remayne 

And now scbdl take J)end be deyth 1 cruell payne 

Wycbe grevoise sorro ofte dotbe me constrajrne 

Inwardly to sygbe 1 byttur teyris to wepe 

Tyll tbatt I reymebur tbe grett comforde ageyne 

Of anceant pfettis w* y sentens swete 

Whose fructu' syence of pfownde lamyng depe 

In there awturs aperith to bus right manefestly 

Of Isaee Sebbellam Balam t Malache 

O lorde of lordis in hart beseke I the 

Of tbis infinite worke to send me tbe tru lygbt 

Truly to expownde this seyde whoUe pfece 
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And aLso or teas ky^g m^ I bu hssat a sv]^ 

The wreiie be reTCenzcioa sdbaU has ail mles 

At vfao^e cuyn^ the tm oswfX, of Jnda scfaall sejsr 

Nov lord funfjH than hj rjine of pes 

For age drahh me fast apoa 

Favne wold I see thait wtioCe of wboQenes 

Or this mortall Ui[ £ro me were gooe 

Now lorde ase thow art iij in voa 

Grant me grace ylf thatt th j vri be 

In my nold a^ that syght for to see 

Then at thv wril locde favne wolde I be 

Vff thow soche grace woldisc me sende 

To loove the lorde w* all rmehte 

m 

And soo of mv Ivff then to make an ende 

Yett lorde J»i grace to me now extende 

Suffiir me rathur yett to lyre in peyne 

Then to dv or thatt I thatt solam sv^fat haue sevne 

Her Ane curth in te> Seneoa and snrtke 



O sufferent Semeon w^ all solemnete 

Thatt of owre gloreose tempull hath ^ goonance 

W* all dev reuance here beseke I the 

pi olde firynde in Gode to haue in reymeburance 

The wyche hathe tarrid be a long cotenvance 

For the comyng of J>e right Messee 

Wyche hathe byn pmysid vnto hus be pfece 

O lorde thogh J)* I be nothynge worthe 

To see the falision of \>\ most psseose pyctore 
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Yett lorde acsepte me of J)i grett marce 
Asse thy pore svand 1 feythfuU creature 
To se the lorde yff J)' I myght be sure 
No lenger on grownd wold I reyquere 
In this mortall lyff to conteneu here 

SIMEO 

O feythefuU frynde and lou' dere 

To you this text ofte haue I tolde 

That the lyght of Leyve amonge vs here 

In Isaraell schuld be boght 1 sold 

Asse avnceant pfettis hereof hathe told 

That in this lande here he schuld make surenes 

And he to be cawlid the Kyng of Pes 

Asse Isaee hymselfe herein to wyttnes 

In facie .populoT/i this did he sey 

Cu venerit santus saiito^ cessabit unctio vestra 

And soo when oure ryght blod schall seyse 

Moche v'^tu and g'^ce then schall increfse 

W^ hy jugemetis of rightwessenes 

* 

Amongest bus evyn here in Isaraell 

ANE 

Yff thatt I myght abyde y dey 
Thatt whoUe off whoUeis for to see 
Wyche thatt I haue desyrid allwey 
In this worlde well were me 
Now lord 1 yff thy wyll hit be 
Grant me my hoope longe lokid fore 

/ 
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Then joie nor welthe kepe I no more 

SDf£d 

Now Ane svstur and dere frvnde 
Lett bus bothe w^ a whole intent 
In thys tru feyth owre lyvis vend 
Lawdyng thatt lorde wyche ys onipotent 
Wherefore I thynke hyt fiill expeydent 
In conteniall preyar for to indure 
To kno J)' by his graceose plesure 

ANE 

O sofferent Semeon pi faxD? consell 
Inwardely gladyth me in my hart 
No thvng contentvth mv m\T[id soo well 
Wherefore at J>* t)Tne wol we depte 

SIMEON 

Now Ane syth p^ ye wol hence jede 

Vnto the tempull w* all spede 

Owre lordis wyll for to abyde 

That lord of lordis be thy gyde 

And sende the J)* wyche thow lovist most 

Bothe heyle t bote for the pvide 

Where eyu thow goo in any cost 

^e goes out 

FrjTidis now ys hit tyme to prey 
Before that I my rest do take 
My custome bathe yt byn alwey 
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Asse longe ase eyu I am awake 
Intersefsion vnto that lorde to make 
Of hym to obteyne all my reyquest 
Now lorde that madist all thyng of noght 
Both hevyn 1 hell and eyue creature 
Asse thow knoist myn inwarde thoght 
Reycomforde when hit ys thy plesure 
For I do covett no more treysure 
Then the tyme of thy natevete 
W* my mortall yeeis thatt I myght se 
But asse thow wolt lorde all thyng mvst be 
And reysun hit ys thatt hit be soo 
My wyll J)^to schall eyu agre 
My wholle desyre now dost J)" kno 
Or thatt I vnto slepe do goo 
I comytt my warkis w* all the s'^custance 
Wholly vnto thy lawis 1 ordonance 

There Semeon settys hym doune to rest ase hit were and the 
Angell seythe to hym 



ANGELL I 

Semeon of thy rest awake 

Owre lorde in heyvyn he sendyght the gretyng 

Of my message w* the for to make 

W* the hys frind a solame metyng 

Hys blessid bode vnto thi kepyng 

W4n schort tyme schal be broght 

And here in thy tempuU thow schalte be soght 
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Lorde whence cam this solam novse 
Thai awoke me here soo sudd^ily 
My sprelis J«'w^ did soo rejjoyse 
Thau no leng* slepe cowlde I 
Me ihoghi he sevde right pfeiily 
Thau solam suflerent thatt I schulde s 
And haue hvm here in mv oustode 



ANGELL II 

Semeon thatt lorde in trenele 
Whom thow hast desirid to see alwev 

m 

At thv tempidl offurde schal be 
Vnio thv honde this same dev 
p^fore spede in ail thatt thow may 
Thatt the tempull in ordur be 
Tlivs prvnce to revsewe w* all \TneIete 

SEMEON 

Now lorde of lordis thankis be to the 
These gloreose tythyngis J»* here be toldo 
In my hart soo gladith me 
Thatt I am lyghtar a M folde 
Then evii I wasse before 

m 

Therefore wyll I w* al my myght 
To se my tempull soo prefseoosly pyght 
In gorgis araye thatt hyt be dyght 
This prynce for to ownowre 

There Semeon gothe to his Garks and sevth 
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Now fryndis all be of good chere 
And to owre tempull draw we nere 
iSoche solam nevis now I here 
Thatt all my spretis dothe glade 
Thatt babe ys borne of dyngnete 
Thatt we soo long hathe desirid to see 
Oure lord 1 kyng most myghte 
Thatt all this world made 

CLAREC? 

Now blessid mot that lorde be 
Thatt dey 1 owre thatt we schall see 
His gloreose bodde in trenete 
Thatt flowre that neu schall fade 

SEMEON 

No lenger Surs lett vs abyde 

But to the tempull w^ all spede 

To reyseve the saueowre of this world wyde 

And hym to sve w^ loue and drede 

Now Sirs loke thatt ye take good hede 

To wayte 1 sve w^ all delegence 

His g^'ce to ownowre w* humble reuence 

CLAREC? 

To §ve a prynce of soche magneffecens 
S^ I wasse neu wont there to 
Sythe ye J)^in hathe more intellegence 
Instructe me S* how J)^ I schuld do 
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Lest than I do offende 
For rathur then I wolde hvm greire 
Thatt lord on whom I do beleve 
Yett had I levii mT self revnoeTe 
Vnto the worldis Tende 



SEMZOX 

Sith thatt ve for knoleyge dothe make $ute 
Your wyttis the bettur do I revpute 
W^ humble hartis and meke 
Won of hus must holde the lyght 
Ande the othur the sacrefvce 
And I on kneis asse hyt ys right 
The oflTece to exsersvse 
Vnto thatt babe soo swette 

CLABEC^ 

Then hast we this alter to arave 

m 

And clothis off onowre )>^on to lave 
Ande the grownde straw we w* flowris gay 
Thatt of oddur swetely smellis 

m 

SEBfSOX 

And when he aprochis nere this place 

Syng then w^ me thatt conyng basse 

And the othur the mejrne space 

For joie rynge ye the bellis Cantant 

There Semeon and his Garks gothe vp to the tenqpull and 
Gaberell cuyth to the tempnll dore % aeyth 
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GABEREEL 

Heyle Mare meke and myld 

The v^tu in the schall neyu fade 

Heyle meydyn and thy chylde 

Thatt all this world made 

Thy seylesteall fadur wyche ys omipotent 

Of his ambassaye hethur hathe me sent 

Vnto the lade and v'^gyn reyuent 

W thy sun owre heyvin kynge 

Unto the tempuU thatt y^ schalist goo 

And to whyt turtuls w* the also 

And present the chyld and them to 

All iij of them in oflferyng 

Spede you forth thatt ye were gone 

But leyve nott ye wold Josoflf at whome 

For nedely lade he mvste be won 

In this sacrefyce doyng 

MARE 

W hart and wyll hit schal be done 
In pleysing of that fathur of myght 
Thyddur wyll I bothe hastely T; sone 
And take me my child soo bryght 

GABERELL 

Then to Josoflf goo ye full right 
And make hym preve of this case 
Byd hym hast }>' he were dyght 
To gyd you theddur into that place 
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Now rest well Mare w* moche solas 
For I mvst thiddur asse I cam froo 

MARE 

He thatt ys ande eyu wasse 
Be thy gyde where eu thow goo 
And send hus all of his grace 
I pray here knelynge hit ma be soo 
Now cu heddur to me my darlyng dere 
My myrthe my joie and al my chere 
Swetter then eyu wasse blossu on brere 
Thy swete mowthe now wyll I kis 
Now lorde of lordis be owre gide 
Where eyu we walke in cuntreyis wyde 
And these to turtuls for hus pvide 
Oflf them thatt we do nott mys 

Here Mare goth to Josoff % seyis 

Rest well Josoflf my spouse soo free 

JOSOFF 

Now welcu Mare dame whatt sey yee 

MARE 

Swet nevis husebond I bryng to thee 
The angell of God w' me hath be 
To geve hus bothe warayng 
Thatt you I I w* a wholle intent 
Aftur the law thatt here ys ment 
Schuld in the tempull owre chyld present 
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In Jerusalem ^ to make offeryng 

•JOSOFF 

Now Mare tbatt woU I neu deny 

But aftur my powar for to apply 

And thatt you kno dame asse well asse [I] 

You neu cawll but I am reddy 

MARE 

Now busebond ye speyke full gentylle 
p'^fore loke Josoff 1 ye cold spy 
To turtyll dowis bow tbatt we mygbt cu ny 
For nedely turtullis offer must we 
Tbatt offeryng fawlytb for owre degre 

JOSOFF 

Nay nay Mare tbatt wol not be 
Myne age ys socbe I ma nott well see 
Tbere scball noo duffu9 be sogbt for me 
Alse Grod me saue 

MARB 

Swette Josoff fullfyll ye owre lordis bestes 

JOSOFF 

Wby 1 woldist tbu baue me to bunt bridis nestes 
I pray tbe bartely dame leve tbosse jestis 
And talke of tbatt wol be 
For dame woll I neu vast my wyttis 

g 
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To wayte or pry wh'^e the wodkoce syttis 
Nor to jubbard among the mle pyttis 
For thatt wasse neyu my gyse 
Now am I wold 1 ma not well goo 
A small twygge wold me onthroo 
And yche were wons lyggyd aloo 
Full yll then schulde I ryse 

MARE 

Ye hardely Josoff do nott drede 

Owre lorde wyll quyte right well youre mede 

And att all tymf be youre spede 

And furthur you in youre yiage 

JOSOFF 

Ey dame ey Grod helpe hus all 

Me thynke youre meymorre were small 

On mee soo whomly eyu to caU 

You mynde nothynge myne age 

But the weykist gothe eyu to the walle 

Therefore go thyself dame for me thow schall 

Ye or ellis get the a neu page 

MARE 

Husebande these be no womens dedis 
Therefore Josoff ye must forthe nedis 
For surely there ys no reymedy 

J080FF 

Noo remedy then but I mvst goo 
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Now be my trowthe I ma tell you 
Thosse tythingis ar but cold 
Then nedis mvste thatt nedis schall 
And now he thatt ma worst of all 
The candyll ys lyke to holde 

MARE 

Now gentyll Josoff when wyll ye goo 
To make an ende of this owre jumey 

JOSOFF 

p^ shal be or I haue any lust thereta 
And thatt dare I boldely sey 
How sey ye all this cupany 
Thatt be weddid asse well asse I 
I wene J>* ye sulBfur moche woo 
For he thatt weddyth a yonge thyng 
Mvst fullfyll all hir byddyng 
Or els ma he his handis wryng 
Or watur his iis when he wold syng 
And thatt all you do knoo 

MABE 

Why sey ye soo Sir ye be to blame 

J080FF 

Dame all this cupany wyll sey the same 
Ys ytt not soo speyke men for schame 
Tell you the trothe ase you well con 
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For the J)* woU nott there wyffis plese 
Ofte tymf schall suflfur moche dysees 
Therefore I holde hym well at es 
Thatt hathe to doo w* non 

MARE 

Leyve oflf these gawdis for my lowe 
And goo for these fowlys S^ I you pray 
The fadur of heyvin thatt ys abowe 
Wyll spede you well in youre jumey 

JOSOFF 

No reymede but I mvst forthe nede 
Now owre lord grant me well for to spede 
Loo feyre wordis flfull ofte doth leyde 
Men cleyne agen there mynd 
Now Lorde God thow sende me feyre weddur 
And thatt I ma fynd those fowlis togeddur 
Whytt or blake I care nott wheddur 
So thatt I ma them fynde 

MARE' 

Full well schall you spede hardely 
Yff thatt ye goo abowt hytt wyllyngly 

JOSOFF 

Then I woU goo by 1 by 
Thoght hit be not full hastely 
W* all my hart I wol goo spy 
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Yff any be in my wey I wyll them fynde 1 I may 
Or thatt I make an ende 

MARE 

Now that lorde thatt best may 
He be your spede in youre juraey 
Ande good tythyngis of you me send 

JOSOFF 

Yea he thatt hatth soche on on hym to crawe 
He schal be sure asse God me sawe 
Eyu the worse yend of the staff to haue 
Att the lattur yend 

Here Josoff gothe from Mare and seyth 

I wandur abowt myself alone 

Turtulis or dowis can I non see 

Now kyng of heyvin thow amend my mone 

For I tro I seke nott where the be 

My myght my strenth ys wome [me] frome 

For adge I am waxun almost blynd 

Those fowlys the ar full far fro me 

And werie yvill for me to fynde 

I loke fast and neu the nere 

My wynd for feynt ys allmost gone 

LfOrd benedissete whatt make I here 

Among these heggis myself alone 

For were I ma no lengur stond 

These buskis the teyre me on ey&e syde 

Here woll I sytt apon this londe 

Oure lordis wyll for to abjdb 



• 
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ANGELL I 

Aryse vp Josoff I take no thoght 
For these to fowlys thatt thow hast soght 
Evyn to thy hond I haue them broght 
And therefore be olBf good chere 
Take them here bothe to 
And ageyne to Mare thy wyff thow goo 
Yn all the hast thatt hit be doo 
Thow tarre noo lengur here 

JOSOFF 

lawde be vnto thatt lorde soo exsellent 
For those to fowHs thatt I haue soght 
FuUfyUid now ys myn intent 

My hart ys evyn asse yt wold be 

All care fro me ys past* 

Now thatt Mare my wjrff these birddis had 

For to make hir hart asse glad 

To hir wyll I in hast 

Now rest well Mare my none darlyng 

Loo dame I haue done thy byddyng 

And broght these dowis for oure offeryng 

Here be the bothe alyve 

Womon haue them in thy honde 

1 am full glade I haue them fonde 
Am nott I a good husbonde 

Ye dame soo mot I thryve 

MARE 

Now the fathur of heyvin that ys abowe 
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He quyt you Josoff for this dede 
And furthur I pray you for my lowe 
Vnto the tempull lett vs make spede 

JOSOPF 

Ey bloo a whyle dame I the pray 

For soft T; essele men goo far 

I haue laburde all this dey 

Yett am I vere lyttull the nar 

I tro thatt I schall neyS be war 

Soo full of feyre wordis these wemen be 

Thatt men thereto must nedis agre 

And therefore dame alsoo mote I the 

Aftur my labur fayne wolde I rest 

Therefore goo thyselfe thow scbalt for me 

Or tarre att whome wheddur y^ thynkist beste 

MAHE 

Na swet husebond ye do well kno 
To goo alone ys not for me 
Wherefore good S^ I pray you soo 
Thatt I ma haue your cupany 

JOSOFF 

Loo fryndis here ma you knoo 
The maner of my wyflF ys soo 
Thatt w* hyr nedis mvst I goo 
Wheddur I wyll or nyll 
Now ys nott this a ciiburs lyff 
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Loo Sirs whatt ytt ys to haue a wyff 
Yett had leyu nor to lyve in strjrff 
Apply evyn to hir wyll 
For syth }>* here ys no remede 
Take vp youre chylde I sey Mare 
And walke we togedur feyr I essele 
And soo to stynt all strywe 
And I woU trusse vp thys gere 
For I se well I mvst hit beyre 
At Jerusalem I wold all ye were 
Alse mote I thryve 

MAKE 

There schall we be when God wyll 
For at his plesure all thyng mvst be 

JOSOFF 

Dame and thatt ys bothe reysun and skill 
Sett forward then and lett me see 

ANGELL II 

Awake Semeon and drede the noght 

In all the hast thatt eyu ma be 

And reyseyve that lord thatt all hathe wroght 

W* hym his modur Mare 

Make spede Semeon ]>^ thow were dyght 

To reyseyve thatt chyld w* all thy myght 

Now schalt thow see the blessidist syght 

Thatt eyu thow didist see 
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SEMEON 

lord of lordis this solam noyse 
From the maker of heyvin T; hell 
My hart therew' soo dide reyjoyse 
Thatt the myrthe J)^oflF can noo tong tell 
Nor hand w* pen subscrybe 

1 thanke }>' lorde 1 kyng of myght 
Thogh all my lust throgh age be worne 
Thatt I schall see this gloreose syght 
Blessid be the owre thatt thow wast borne 
This dey }>' eyu I do abide 

Now to reyseve this Kyng of Pes 

Thatt owt of dangyr schall hus reles 

Owre hy merrettis schall he incres 

In joiye abmidantly 

For here kepe I no more blis 

But thatt he mke me for won of his 

And then whan his swete wyll ys 

Am I evyn redde to dy 

Now Clarkis cu forth 1 do your oflFes 

And this awter hastely }>' ye aray 

For here schal be the solamyst sacrefyce 

Thatt eyu wasse seyne in Juda 

Make sure fryndis 1; all thatt ye may 

Thatt ordur be hade in eyue place 

CLAREC? 

Now p^ lord of lordis thatt best may 
To do oure devteis he grant vs g^ce 

h 
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And for to plese hym to his paye 
Sey al you Deo gracias 
Loo mastur bothe man 1 place 
Be all redde at your byddyng 

SEMEON 

Then Surs cu forthe apase 

And myrrele the bellis ryng 

Ane systur goo ye w* me 

For to reyseyve thatt prince of onowre 

And hym to welcu reuently 

Ase of this world lorde 1 gounowre 

ANE 

Now fathur Semeon I am obeydent 
Youre g^ceose pleysure for to obbey 
To sve thatt lorde wyche ys omipotent 
Lett vs goo mete hym on the wey 

CLAREC? 

Mastur now ar the bellis rong 
And redde att hcudd ys eyue thyng 

SEMEON 

Then lett me see w* hart 1 tonge 

How myrrely thatt ye can syng Cantant 

Here the cu doune w^ a pressession to mete them 

MABE 

Heyle suffurent Semeon so good 
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My semely sun here I bryng to the 
To offur hym vp in flesche and blode 
Ase be the law he oght to be 

SEMEON 

Now wholle Mare 1 Josoff also 
Ye be ryght welcu vnto this place 
For off God ar ye blessid bothe to 
Thatt hath you grondid in soche g^ce 
And ye Josoff of soo grett age 
Thatt soche a babe forth can bryng 
In whom all owre reydemcibn dothe hyng 
And off this worlde ys lorde T; kyng 
Thus wase a graceose mareage 

JOSOFF 

Now gentill bysschope I the pray 

Evyn the verre truth thow woklist me sey 

Ys nott this a prette bewey 

Asse eyu thow hast kn(Mie 

Now be hym p^ made both hejrvin 1 hell 

This lyttull myte I lowe as well 

Asse thogh he were myn oone 

MARE 

Reyseyve Semeon w^ good chere 
The law wyll hit schall so be 
For wyche cawse I bryng hym here 
Here in thi hondis take hym the 
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SEMBON 

Now welcu lord vnto my hand 
Now welcu prynce vnto this place 
Welcu owre sufferent saweowre 
Welcu the growndr of owre g^ce 
Welcu owre joie welcu owre myrthe 
Welcu owre g^ceose gounowre 
Welcu to huse thatt heyvinly flowre 
Now blessid be the dey and owre 
Of thy gloreose bjnrthe 

ANE 

Now welcu kyng of kyngis all 
Now welcu maker of all mankynd 
Welcu to hus bothe grett and small 
Good lord thy sarvandis now haue in mynd 
Thatt longe hath levid here 
In clenes pure w'owt offence 
W* grett desyris for to be hence 
But now the syght of thy presence 
Hath amendid all owre chere 

GLAREG? 

Now welcu lord vnto all hus 
Thi none tru svandis ase reysun ys 
Welcu owre god and kyng of blys 
Owre lorde longe lokid fore 
All the pfettis thatt of the spake 
Seyd thow schuldist for owre sake 
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Fleysche I blod of a meydyn take 
Owre joys to reystore 

SEMEON 

On on w' me my fiyndis dere 

W* this chylde thatt we haue here 

Of this worlde the lantne clere 

Of whom all lyght schall spryng 

W hoole hartis now lett hus p*^ee 

Thatt owre I tyme now blefse we may 

p* eyu we aboode J)e dey 

Of this chyldis comynge Cantant 

Here Semeon goth to the awtere w^ )>e chyld in hys armf 
%8eyth 

Now art thow cii lorde to my honde 
Thogh thatt I onworthe were 
Yett lorde forgeve J>i pore swande 



Whyle the weddur ys soo feyre 
And I woU cu aftur asse I may 
For now att whome I wolde we weyre 

JOSOFFE 

To goo before now I woU asaye 

Thogh thatt my fetemanschipe be not full gaye 
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I pray God spede vs in cure jurney 
For I schall be were or thatt I cu there 

There Mare % Josoff deptis owt of the vpp pte of the pa- 
gand 

SEMEON 

Loo fryndis how God for vs hathe wroght 
And schode hymself here at this tyde 
Blessid mot he be in word 1 thoght 
MyghtefuU maker of thy[8] world wyde 
I wasse lame of fote 1 hand 
And now am whole ase ye ma see 
I thanke thatt lorde of his sond 
And eyu his svande wyll I be 
Thatt lorde soo moche of myght 
Now lorde of lordis that hath no pere 
Wyche att this tyme wase offiird here 
Sende you all the fniysso dere 
Of his heyvinly mancion soo bryght 

CLAREC? 

And of owre mys he amend vs 
And from owre foys defend vs 
And his hy trone he send vs 
In secula secular amen 

Here gothe Semeon and his Clarkis out of the tempull 

JOSOFF 

Now Mare my wyff here ^sent 
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Vnto myche bondon dame ar we 

Thatt soo goodly a chylde here hath vs sent 

In this world a feyrear \>^ canott be 

MAKE 

I thanke \>^ lord omipotent 

For yt dothe me good hym for to see 

Wherefore Josoff I wold he went 

Vnto Jerusalem w* you and me 

For now he ys xij yere of age 

Full well reyconid yt ma be 

Of lymys he waxith feyre 1 large 

And moche he desyrith cupane 

josorr 

Now dame he ys a prette page 
And as ye sey full well cu on 
I kno non soche on of hys age 
I p'' god make hym a right good mon 

MABB 

Now Jfiu my son w* you whatt chere 
Whatt m[y]rthe make ye cbyld this dey 
Thow art he thatt I love most dere 
My joie my myrthe and aU my pley 

IHU 

I thanke you my modur in all thatt I may 
And at youre hand I am here 
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To do you 8 ves bothe nyght and dey 
And rydde alwey to make you chere 
(Now Gods blyssyng baue you 1 myne) 

JOSOFF 

Loo fryndis here doth apere 

Yt ys eyrly scharp thatt wol be thome 

How glad he ys his modr to pleyse 

And eyu bathe byn syth he wasse borne 

Thogh thatt my vthe frome me be wome 

Yet in his dedis I have moche joie 

For in feythe he woll pve evin a prette bwey 

Cu my sun well mot thriv thee 

Thow schalt to Jerusalem w* pi modur 1 me 

Sii goodly syghtis sun for to see 

Apon this owre festefawU dey 

MARE 

Now truly Josoff as ye sey 

And merely for to pase forthe \>e wey 

Sii vtuos ciipany I wold we had 

JOSOFF 

(Ye dame God shal be owre gyde) 
Dame I kepe noo moo but evyn this lad 
For you nor I canot be sade 
Thatt dey y we by see 
Mary you kno thatt I am olde 
And in ciipany canot be soo bolde 
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Asse I wasse wont to be 
Therefore Mare leyde ye the wey 
And essely lett vs togeddr goo 
Thogh yt be far furth on the dey 
Yett all be owre fryndis I dare wel sey 
And neu a won owre foo 

MARE 

Now God hold thatt wyche best may 
And gentyll Josoff lett vs goo 
Be the hand the chylde wyll I leyde 
I trust the bettur for to spede 
Ande yo Josoff alsoo 

JOSOFF 

Ye hardely dame lett hym goo 
And be nothyng afrayde 
For the best foteman of bus thre 
In good feyth dame thatt ys hee 
Yff he were well asayde 

IHU 

I am full redde w^ you to goo 

At your bydding in weyle 1 woo 

And to do you sves bothe to 

In hart w^ all mekenes 

Gu on my mothur and dred ye noght 

And on your jumey ase you oght 

The fadur of heyvin J)* all hat[h] wroght 
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He kepe you from dystres 

JOSOFF 

(Now thys ys wyttele sayde 1 wyll) 

Now lord when I to mynde do call 

In vthe when I was werre small 

Many wynturs agone 

Lord God benedicite 

Yong chyldur now more wyser be 

Nor w^ase then an olde mon 



MARE 

Now welcu be owre lordis sond 
Therefore cu on gentyll husbond 
The sytte ys evyn at owre honde 
Good cupany there ma we fynd 

JOSOFF 

Ey ey dame in feyth I can noo more 
My leggis byn were my fete be score 
That man thatt canot goo before 
Nedis mvst cu behynd 

There the all goo vp to the awter % Ihu before pe syng an 
antam 

Now Mare my wyff cu hethur to me 
(Now Mare harke what I shall say) 
All thyng ys done ase yt schulde be 
And s ves song full soUamle 
For this owre festefawll dey 



THE WEAVERS' PAGEANT. 67 

MilBE 

Now huseband then lett vs iij 
Make the hast y ma be 
Whom to goo w* cupane 
To bryng vs on the wey 

There the goo done into the for pagand and Ibu steylyth 
awey 

JOSOFF 

Mare my spretis be ravisschid cleyne 
And clerely cast owt off all woo 
W* these solam syghtys thatt we haue seyne 
In yondur tempuli y we cam froo 

MARE 

Now serten Josoff you wolde not wene 
Whatt myrthe I make w*owt woo 
Thatt my chylde w* hus hathe bene 
And those solam syghtis seyne alsoo 

JOSOFF 

Then homwarde Mare lett vs goo 
Whyle thatt we haue the lyght off pe day 
For you haue eyS lovid cupany 
For yt dothe schorttun well youre wey 
Yett in good owre we ma bothe sey 
For othur did we neyu fynde 

MARE 

Alas Josoff and well awey 
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Now haue we lefte owre chyld behynd 

JOSOFF 

Whatt Mare I sey amend thy chere 
Pdy dame he dothe but as othur done 
Chyldur togedur woU draw nere 
He woU I warrand outake vs sone 

MARE 

Outake vs sone q^a nay stes na 
Whatt nede you me soche talis to tell 
He ys gon su othur wey 
Or sten JosofF he ys not well 

r 

JOSOFF 

Dame he ys nott far awey 
From vs no man wyll hym wyle 

MARE 

Hyt helpyth not Josoff soche wordis to sey 
My chylde ys gone alas the whyle 

JOSOFF 

We schall haue [hym] dame or hit be longe 
Yff we serche well yondur sytte 
Su chyldur there he ys amonge 
Or elis surely whomwarde ys he 

MARE 

Off sorro now schal be my songe 
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My chylde ageyne tyll I ma see 

JOSOFF 

Dame of his welfare I wold be glade 
And of the othur I wolde be woo 
Therefore Mare no more be sade 
But agene to the sytte lett vs goo 

JOSOFF 



7 ^;u^t '? 



Make hast JosofT thatt we were there 
For had I neu more lust thereto 
Bake agane lett vs reypeyre 
For thatt ys best for vs to do 

Here Mare and Joeoff goth downe into the tempuU warde 

DOCTOR I 

Now lordyngis lystun to me a whyle 
Wyche hathe the lawis vndur honde 
And thatt no man fawU in soche pell 
Agenst any artyccull for to stand 
For the come statute of this lande 
Woll that all soche psonys schulde be tane 
And in the face of peple ooponly slayne 

DOCTOR II 

E and the othur whoUe decryis ageyne 
Wyche vnto Moyses wonly wasse sent 
In tabulis of ston only to reymayne 
Vndur an by and streyte cumandement 
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Wyche at thys tyme we thynke convenwit 
There apon to holde dyssepyssions here 
Be polatike syence of clarge ckre 

DOCTOR III 

Wherefore all peple now draw nere 
And in this place geve your atendence 
How ye schuld lyve here ma you lere 
Acordyng vnto your aleygence 
For yt ys well knone vnto thys psence 
Thatt doctoris we ar T: of hy degre 
And haue the lawis in custode 

DOCTOR I 

Ley forth youre reysonis now lett me see 
How lawe of leygence oght to be lade 
Wyche of the Ebruys subscr'^byd be 
W* othur of Moyses thatt now ys hade 
To contend herein I wold be glade 
Am5ge the peple here manefestly 
And the truthe expoundid to them oopinly 

IHU 

Lordis moche lowe w* you be lent 
And pes be amonge this cupany 

DOCTOR III 

Su awe I wold thow went 

For othur hast in hand haue wee 
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DOCTOR II 

Chylde who soo eyu the hyddur sent 
The were not wyse thus warae I the 
For we haue othur talis to tent 
Then w* chyldur bordyng to bee 

DOCTOR I 

Good sun thow art to yonge to larne 

The hy mystere of Mosees law 

Thy reysun canot yt deserne 

For thy wyttys not worthe a strawe 

And no mervell thogh thow schuldist be rawe 

In soche hy poyntis for to be reysonyng 

For of age art thow a vere yonglyng 

IHU 

E Surs whatt soo eyu to me you sey 
Me nedith not of you to lerne nothyng 

DOCTOR II 

This besse bweye of his tong 

All secrettis surely he thynkith he knois 

DOCTOR III 

Nay serten sun thow art to yonge 
Be clarge clere to kno owre lawis 

IHU 

Ye doctoris all thatt be present 



72 THE WEAVERS' PAGEANT. 

Suflyce 1 mvse no more off me 

For off your lawis the whoU intent . ^ 

No thyng J)^off ys hyde froo me 

For in those placis haue I be 

Where all owre lawis furst were wroght 

[doctors] 
Cu sett the here 1 we schall see 
For sarten Sur soo semys yt noght 

There the Doctoris settyth Cryst among them 

Now were yt nott a wondurs thyng 

Thys chylde owre reysuns J)* he schuld reyche 

And yett he seyth he hath a felyng 

Owre lawis truly for to teyche 

IHU 

Syris the whoole goste in me hath lyght 
Thatt my powar ys to preyche 
And of the Godhed most of myght 
Most pfettly here ma I teyche 

DOCTOR III 

Whense cam thys chylde I m'^vell soore 
Thatt speykyth to vs this mystecawUy 

IHU 

Surs I wasse all you before 
And aftur you agen schal be 
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DOCTOR I 

Surs ys nott this aVondurs thyng 

And also a moche more mvell 

How be yt surely in his workyng 

The actis thereof ma folio right well 

For ase Dauith in his salme dothe tell 

Be chyldur yong seyng of them 

Ex ore infancium et lactancium pfecisti laudem 

Of chyldurs mothis ye kno right well 

God hath pformyde loving 

But of soch on hard I neu tell 

He beyng but soo yong a thyng 

Yett sun su whatt thow schuldest haue let 

In this place here to speyke so large 

Where nobuU doctors togeddur are met 

There chyldurs wordis ar at no charge 

For sure yff thow woldist neu so fayne 

Labur thi wyttis to lerne owre lawe 

Yett art thow nodur of myght nor mayne 

To pseyve thatt ase a dark ma knoe 



IHU 

My wordis in noo wyse wole I reyfrayne 
The trawthe thereby for to debarre 
I woll them pve bothe platt 1 playne 
Be youre one lawis and neu arre 



DOCTOR II 

Mastur[s] all whatt ma this meyne 

k 
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I wondur soore how this can be 
Soo yong a chylde haue I nott seyne 
W* clarkis to talke soo conyngle 

DOCTOR ni 
Ase wyde in worde asse eyu I went 
Saw I neyu non soche before 
But I troo amonst vs he be sent 
To be the salu of owre sore 

IHU 

Suris I woU pve be actoris evedent 
Har mystereis J)" eyu you red or saw 

DOCTOR I 

Sey sun wyche wasse the furst comandement 
Thatt wasse subscribyd in Moses lawe 

IHU 

Sythe all you masturs togethur be sett 
And youre bokys here leyde on breyde 
Ley forthe youre reysunis 1 do nott lett 
How right thatt ye can rede 

DOCTOR II 

I rede this in the furst byddyng 
Wyche Moses dyd rede vs vntill 
Furst honor God aboue all thyng 
W* all thy hartt and all thy wyll 
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And asse thy self love thy neybur 
And in noo wyse to do hym yll 

lUU 

Ye nede noo nodur bokis to bryng 
But these to pwyntis for to iosev 
In whome the whole afecte dothe hynge 
Of all owre lawis bothe olde 1 nev 

DOCTOR III 

Syth he these to son hath the schoide 
Tell me the othur chylde I the p*^ 

IHU 

The thryd beddith the in any wey 

Thatt of thy labur thow schuldyst reste 

And truly kepe thy Sabett day 

Thy selfe J)i s vande 1 thy best 

The forthe bydithe the do thy best 

Thy fathur 1 mothur for to honowre 

And when y goodis ar decrest 

W* all thy myght thow schuldist them succure 

The fyfte cumandythe for any reygur 

Man nor woman Y })u schuldi^ kyll 

To fle advltre ys anothur 

And all thatt towchis any yll 

The vij^ seyis thow schuldyst nott steyle 

Thy neyburis goodis more nor les 

The viij*^ forbyddyth the to cownsayle 
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Or to bare any fawls wyttines 
The ix*^ forbyddyth othys grett 
In any wise J)u schuldist nott sweyre 
The last wold J)u schuldist no covett 
Thy neyburs goodis hym to apere 
And this Mosees amonge vs here 
Hathe declarid ]>* we schulde lere 
How to kepe these comandementis x 

DOCTOR I 

Beholde owre lawis how he dothe expownde 
Thatt neu larny on boke to rede 
Then all we he ys moche more pfownde 
In all trawthis yff we take hede 

DOCTOR II 

Brother lett hym goo his weyis 
For yff y abrode were knone pfettly 
The peple wolde geve him more prese 
Then we docturs for all owre clarge 

DOCTOR III 

Ye fryndis bothe syth yt ys soo 
He knois no farthur of owre lore 
But asse he cu soo let hym goo 
For w* vs he schall medyll no more 

There cuyth Josoff % Mare sekyng pe chylde % Mare seyth 

MARE 

A dere Josoff whatt ys youre redde 
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Of my grett dolor noo bote ma bee 

My hart ys heyve as any leyd 

My chylde ageyne tyll I ma see 

We haue hym soght in many a stede 

Vp and downe these deyis iij 

And wheythur that he be quyke or ded 

I do not kno thatt woo ys me 

JOSOFF 

In sorro wasse there neyu man more 
But mornyng ma nott ytt amend 
Mare wyff lett vs therefore 
Take the g^^ce that God woll send 
YflF chyldurs cupany he haue coght 
Abowt yondur tempull he ys full ryght 

MARE 

A Josoff I see that I haue soght 
In this worlde wasse neu soche a syght 
See husebond where he syttyth aloft 
Amonge yondur masturs soo moche off myght 

JOSOFF 

Now blefsid be hym thatt hethur vs broght 
For now in hart I am full lyght 

MARE 

Josoff ye kno the ordur well 

Goo ye It feyche youre chylde It myne 
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Now I see hym owt of all pyll 
Whom he schall w* vs ageyne 

JOSOFF 

Ey Mare wyff ye kno ryght well 
Asse I haue tolde you many a tjrnit 
W* men of myght durst I neyu mett 
Lfoo dame how the sytt in there furis fyn 

BIABS 

To them youre arand for to sey 
Therein Josoff J)' ys no pell 
The haue reygardid you alwey 
Because of age this wott I well 

JOSOFF 

To them wyflF whatt schulde I sey 
In feythe I do nott knoo full wele 
Surely I schall be schamyde to dey 
For I cane nothur troke nor knele 

MARE 

Then goo we theddur bothe to 
To them p^ sytt soo wortbe in wede 
Yff ye woU not the arrande doo 
No reymedy but I mvst nede 

JOSOFF 

E dame goo tell them pi tale furst 
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For lyke pu art to do thatt dede 
I wold tell myne and I durst 
Also God me spede 

MARE 

A Ifiu Ifiu my sun soo swete 
Thy gooyng froo me soo suddenly 
Hathe cawsid vs bothe for to wepe 
W byttur teyris abundantly 
Thyn olde fathur here 1 I 
For thy sake sun hathe lykyd full yll 
Owre yis the were but seldum di^ 
But now thatt we ar cu the iyll 

IHU 

Modur why did you seke me «oo 
Hyt hathe byn oft seyde vnto you 
My fathurs wyll I mvst fullfyll 
In eyu pwynt for well or woo 

MARE 

Sun these talis thatt you me tell 
Ase yet I canotvndurstand 
But my hart this kno I well 
Ys were glade I haue the fonde 

DOCTOR I 

Now truly dame no mvell ys 
Thogh thow in hart were full woo 
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To lose soche a chylde asse this 
How long wyflFhathe he byn thee froo 

MARE 

Syr yt ys now these dayis iij 
Syth ])* he deptid furst fro me 
I am full [glade] here hym to see 
Alyve w*owt woo 

IHU 

Now farewell masturs of myght It mayne 

For w* my modur now must I nede 

For to reycomford hyr ageyne 

Wyche soo longe for me hath levid in drede 

DOCTOR I 

Now thatt lorde of lordis be thy spede 
Where eyu thow goo in any quost 
But yff thow wolt tarre thow schult not nede 
Any more to put thy fryndis to cost 

DOCTOR III 

How seyhst thow fathur for thy goo[d] wyll 
Wolt thow grant \>i help thyre tyll 
Awey thatt he do not goo 

JOSOFF 

Noo S^ in good feyth ]>* I nyll 
Nor neyS forgoo hym be my wyU 



/ 
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Nodur for frynde nor foo 
A long whyle we haue hym myst 
And gone he wasse or thatt I wyst 
But hade I hym wonis be the fyst 
He schall noo more doo soo 



MARE 

Now lordyngis of your curtesse 
De ye nott wyll my chylde fro me 
For w* my wyll yt schall nott be 
Whyle thatt owre lyvis last 

DOCTOa I 

Then yt ys noo bote for to intreyte 
Thy chylde I see I canot gete 
I tro yt be but wast to speyke 
Thatt tyme I thynke ys past 

IHU 

Now lordyngis all w* youre lysence 
Good tyme yt ys thatt we were hmee 
I thanke [you] of youre hy sapence 
Thatt I w^ you haue hade 

DOCTOR II 

Now sun when eyu thow cdyst y weiy 
Be bold of hus I the p^aye 
Yff thow to age lyve may 
Thy fryndis ma be full glade 
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MARE 

Now farewell lordis of hy degre 
I take my leyve at you all three 
Thatt lorde thatt ys in trenete 
He kepe you all from care 

JOSOFF 

And for the fyndyng of this oure sun 
In heyvynis blysse thatt .we ma wone 
And geve you well to fare 
Now cu on Mare w' myrre chere 
And brynge youre chyld w* you here 
At Nasarethe now I wold wee weyre 

MARE 

S^ in good tyme wee schall cu there 
The wey It weddur 1 all ys feyre 
WhereofiF am I right fayne 

• JOSOFFE 

In this place whyle we ar here 
Loke thatt we haue all owre gere 
Thatt we cu nott agayne 

MARE 

Josoffe husebonde we myse nothjqig 
But at youre wyll lett vs be gooyng 
Asse fast ase eyu we can 
Ande now att all this cupany 
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DOCTOR III 

Now masturs all be won assent 
All owre matters reyjumyd be 
Tyll thatt a dey of argument 
Ma be apwyntyd indyfferentle 
Where all you the comealte 
You ma depte on this codyfsion 
Thatt ye atende at the next monyfgion 

DOCTOR I 

Now fryndis tochyng owre festefall dey 
Ys there oght els J)* I ma sey 

DOCTOR II 

No more now bute evyn awey 
For the nyght drawis fast apon 

DOCTOR III 

And of youre cupany I wold you p*^ 
And here I take my leve at eyue mon 



Tys matter nevly translate he Robert Croo in the 
yere ofoureLorde Ood Miv^xxxiiij^' then heyng meyre 
Mastur Palmar beddar and Rychard Smythe an 
[Herre'] Pyxley masturs of the Weywars thys bake 
yendide the seycond day ofMarche in yere above seyde. 



%( 
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Thomas Mawdycke. 
Rejoyce rejoyce all that here be 
The Angell these tythyng hath browght 
That Simion before he dye 
Shalle se the Lorde w^** all hathe wrowght 

Wherefore now let vs all prepare 
Ower temple that yn order be 
For he hathe put awey owre care 
The seconde psone in trinitye 

Rychard. 

Beholde how hit ys come to pase 
That manye yeres before was tolde 
How Y Christ owre ryght Mefsyas 
By Jwdas scholde be bowght and solde 

For owre offence he man became 
His fathers wrathe to pacyfye 
And aft' mekely as a lamb 
0' Vpon the crose there dyd he dye 

O Lorde as ])u hast bowght v9 all 
And sufiryd at Mownt Callverye 
Recownfort v9 bothe gret 1 small 
That yn thy trewth we lyve It dye 

James Hewyt. 
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My leyve I take It J)* full humbly 
Vnto thatt lorde most myghty 
Now I betake you eyue mon 

JOSOFFE 

Now farewell my fryndis all 
For I mvst goo wbatt eyu befall 
Nedis mvst p^ nedis schall 
Be me here may you kno 
A thatt all you ma vse thatt weps 
At all tymf youre wyvis to pleyse 
Then schall you awoide moche dysees 
God grant thatt you ma do soo 

DOCTOR I 

Now ye lordis thatt bathe the lawis to leyde 
Marke well the wordis thatt bathe byn seyde 
Be yondur chylde of wysedome grett 
Wyche at this tyme amonge vs here 
Declarid owre lawis be clarge clere 
Wyche be his actis dothe apere 
Thatt of God he ys eylecte 

DOCTOR II 

Now surely yt can no nothur be 
For he ys nott levyng ])* eyu see 
Soch by knoleyge of exselence 
In soo tendur vthe 
For in owre moste hyist dysspecionis 
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To them he gawe tru solyssionys 
And also made exposysionis 
Acordyng to the truthe 

DOCTOB III 

Ys not thys a wondurs case 

Thatt y yonge chylde soche knolege hase 

Now surely he hath asposschall g^oe 

Soo hy dowtis desnyng 

Thatt we wyche nobuU docturs be 

And gradudis gret of old antequete 

And now on this place w^ yonge infance 

Ageyne ar sett to larayng 

DOCTOR I 

Now brodur bothe be my consell 
These myghtte matters you sett on syde 
And in avoidyng of more pell 
Thatt here apon myght betyde 
Therefore lett vs no lengur abyde 
In these cawfis for to contende 
For this dey ys almost at an yende 

DOCTOR II 

Now brethur bothe syth yt ys soo 
Ase vere nature dothe me compell 
Here my trowthe I plyght you to 
In hart for eyu w' you to dwell 



